
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL ON ECONOMICS, FINANCE AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT ISSN (electronic): 2620-6269/ ISSN (printed): 2615-4021   70 

 

E-mail address: info@researchparks.org  

Peer review under responsibility of Emil Kaburuan.  

ISSN (electronic): 2620-6269/ ISSN (printed): 2615-4021   . Hosting by Research Parks All rights reserved. 

COMMON PROBLEMS FACED BY FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

LEARNERS 
 

Olimova Nodira Oybekovna 

 3-year student of philology faculty of Urgench state university in Khorezm region in Republic of 

Uzbekistan (onodira1997@gmail.com) 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Obstacles can be encountered by learners in every day life without any hesitating we can say. These are 

extremely different but the main ones can be said that we may count with our fingers. Language disorders that 

are often referred to as speech disorders interfere with an individual`s ability to speak. There are numerous 

disorders and each has its own distinct symptoms. According to Whitaker (2009) language problems among 

students can be grouped into several categories that are related communication. For instance, there are problems 

associated with hearing, speech, language development and fluency. Whilst, the most common disorder is the 

speech impairment that involves articulation and voice. In this case, articulation involves numerous aspects of 

speech such as sounds, phonology and syllables. In most cases, students who develop such disorder in their 

childhood stage may experience the condition persisting to adulthood. Different students can have different 

difficulties and problems in learning a foreign language as a second language. Such as while learning English 
language most learners often face the following challenges: 

 

Limited learning environments 
It is not about the weather, the availability of furniture in the classrooms, the location of the building 

where new language is learning. Despite of the fact that all of the factors can effect learning while learning 

English, what happens outside of class matters most. In most situations, learners only make an effort to speak 

proper English in the classroom when they are under supervision. In addition to this, students do not always hear 

people around them speaking proper English. As a consequence, it becomes more difficult to learn correct 

English. 
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A B S T R A C T 

Learning foreign language as a second language is not 

really easy. If you are learning language outside of the 

country which learning language is spoken, certainly you 

encounter certain kind of problems. These problems can 

make some obstacles to grasp new language although the 

learner are willing to learn new language. The problems 

can be considered as challenges because of the strong 

interest. However, how can these problems can be solved? 

To answer this question scholars specified main dilemmas 

and tried to explained about the causes. 
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Unqualified teachers 
This is the most vital and the most overlooked problem among others. What makes this problem so 

hard to solve is that, because many communities are English language learners, they can not clarify who is a 

good teacher and who is not. Whatever the teacher says, whether correct or incorrect, will be taken as correct by 

the learner. It can be led to great deal of confusion among learners since different teachers say them different 
things. One of the main causes of this issue is difficulty teachers have translating from their native languages. 

For instance, some words can be pronounced differently by different teachers because of their language. 

 

Surplus usage of native language in the classroom 

Each student can learn another language best when they are forced to apply it. Instructors must be 

vigilant about requiring students to communicate in English and only in English even if they are talking to each 

other. They must conduct the lesson with the help of direct method and the lesson will be effectively as well as 

reasonable. If the teachers know the student`s language, it is better to pretend in the classroom that they do not, 

as that will force them to make requests and respond to questions in English. This issue may come from the 

cultural demands of the family and society. 

 

Strong students dominate during the lesson 
No matter how the learners are divided into groups, there will still be differences in how much students 

know and quickly they can learn. The most important problem of this situation is setting the pace of the class to 

keep up with the strongest learners. It may leave the weaker ones behind. Weaker ones should not be forgotten 

in classroom discussions and activities. But also they should be the main scenes of the lesson. They insist much 

more attention than others. 

 

Learners do not take their study seriously 

In some cases learners may take their own studies seriously even though they really want to learn the 

language. This might be because they may be very busy with other things or they have personal problems. In 

this situation, students often think that the same English they can speak at home or on the street is the same they 

will write in their exams. Whilst, because communication does not have to be grammatically correct in order to 
be intelligible, students do not always abide by the rules they learned at school and therefore do not get fully 

educated or pass the exam and tests. It is also the case that learners do not study English as much as they study 

other subjects. In most cases, students may study English language only in the classroom during the lesson when 

the instructor is teaching. Having finished the class, they drop their books and wait for the next class. They do 

not study pronunciation, they do not study essay writing or make an effort to grasp new words and to build a 

new vocabulary. They may bring every little problem to the teacher during the classes, even things they could 

just look it up in the dictionary or their own vocabulary. When learners make mistakes and are corrected, they 

often say “It is not my language at all”. This may greatly affect their ability to learn English. 

 

Students become too dependent on the teacher 

Part of learning anything means figuring out how to solve problems on your own. If a student goes to 

the instructor with every little issue she or he runs into, then the students will never be able to learn the language 
on their own. If students insist that they do not understand or know how to say and do something on their own, 

they require to be reassured that they actually can with positive feedback and encouragement by others. 

 

Learning materials 

The materials which are used while learning new language refer to items that aid in the learning 

process. Books may be necessary material, but books are not enough by themselves. Audio materials is 

considered also the vital ones. As observed above, if a student sees a sound symbol in a book, how does he or 

she know how to pronounce it? The fact is, students of English language without ever getting to hear the correct 

pronunciation by a native speaker. Students also study haphazardly. They have books to read but they can not 

tell how certain words are said. 

Learners must hear the right pronunciation from his or her teacher or from a native speaker of English. 
Students tend to learn from movies they watch but they often learn from movies they watch however they often 

learn the wrong things because movies contain slang and dialects that are not appropriate in many forms of 

communication. Learning materials give the most important aid to the learners, so instructors can choose the 

right ones that are suitable for the learner`s level and his or her learning style. 

All things considered, each learner has his or her own issues but the most common that are mentioned 

above even though different instructors can give different information about their student`s problems during 

learning language. These problems may be like these ones: 

-lack of vocabulary; 

-correct pronunciation; 
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-hesitation in speaking; 

-understanding the grammar the structure of the new language; 

-lack of interest; 

-most of the students use the translation method to understand the second language. 

The most common cause of the problems faced by a learner of the English language as a second 
language is existence of the inherent structure of their first language or mother tongue that they are exposed to 

since the first day. The above mentioned problems are just a few of other problems but these are the major ones 

faced by students. The hardest for a teacher in this case is to actually create a new structure of the English 

grammar while trying not to dismantle the existing language structure of their mother tongue. The student 

should be able to use the languages with ease. Even with qualified teachers, adequate materials, and exposure to 

native English speakers, there are still a number of problems that any ESL student will face. For the learners 

who are willing to grasp the foreign knowledge, there are number of steps they can take to improve their English 

language skills. To illustrate, they must be extra careful to be sure to use correct materials recommended by a 

reliable teacher of English and they should get audio materials so he or she can hear the clear and correct 

pronunciation of the strange words. 
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